
Job – Resting on the Faith of a Man 
Job 38-41 

 

 

With ever Presence and yet in His Silence, God speaks 

And God appears in a whirlwind 

Many places in scripture where God symbolizes His Presence by wind 

Jesus said to Nicodemus, “8  The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell 

where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit." 

Day of Pentecost there was a mighty rushing wind when God’s Spirit appeared 

 

• 38:1-3 

 

And now, God will speak 

All of Job’s questions about his suffering and why 

All of the 4 friends respoonses 

And finally God will speak 

And rather than answer with an answer, God will answer with a question…77 of them 

And as we read them, you will find that even now, after some 6000 years, only a couple can even be partially 

answered 

That is astounding! 

It is almost more amazing to look at what God DOES NOT say, rather than what He DOES SAY 

He does not address suffering…in fact He avoids the discussion entirely 

God will now go back to chapters 1-2 

And God’s answer is really rather simply… 

UNTIL YOU KNOW A LITTLE MORE ABOUT RUNNING THE PHYSICAL UNIVERSE 

DON’T TELL ME HOW TO RUN THE MORAL UNIVERSE 

Which by the way is much more difficult 

 

And God really only criticizes Job for one thing…a limited point of view 

Let’s look at His response 

God starts by asking Him if he can explain His creation, then He asks if He can oversee His creation 

He then ends by asking Job if he has restraint over the basic forces of evil themselves 

 

• 38:4-7 

• 38:8-11 

• 38:12, 16-18 

 

Man wasn’t even in existence yet when God did these things 

That is why we can’t answer the question of basic existence…we weren’t even here! 

God has hung the earth on nothing 

How? The only answer we have is gravity 

But what is gravity and where does it come from? 

Then the sea, which covers ¾’s of the earth 

 

What keeps the sea in its place? 

Sand…the most shifting, unreliable substance we know of 

 

Vs. 18 – we finally know where the earth ends…wow, we got one! 

 

• 38:19-23 



No one quite knows what 23 means…must be end times 

 

And now in 38:39, God turns specifically to the animal kingdom 

10 animals in all 

Seem like they are chosen at random but they are anything but that 

6 beats and 4 birds 

They include the helpless, the ferocious, the shy, the strong, the bizarre and the wild 

And they are in groups of 2 

1
st
 2 pertain to food for them 

2
nd

 2 their giving birth 

3
rd

 2 their freedom 

4
th
 2 their weird ways 

5
th
 2 their flight 

 

• 38:39-41 

• 39:1-2 

• 39:5, 9 

• 39:13-17 

• 39:26-27 

 

And now finally Job speaks in total humility 

 

• 40:1-5 

What is your take on this? 

• 40:6-14 

What is God asking him if he can handle now? 

The moral universe 

 

God will now move from managing the whole physical universe to simply managing 2 creatures 

Behemoth = most think this is a hippo though it ranges form that to an elephant to a water horse to an extinct 

creature like the mammoth, or even a rhino 

 

And Leviathan = most again think this is a crocodile though some think it could be a whle 

 

The are plenty of verses to corroborate this, but unfortunately there are many that go way past this 

The language turns almost mythical 

The Leviathan is described more like a sea monster or even a dragin, blowing smke and fire from it’s nostrils 

for example 

 

Commentary 

The identity of the behemoth, meaning the “great beast,” is disputed. Suggestions include the elephant, 

some sort of dinosaur, or a purely mythical monster. The hippopotamus, which had overtones of cosmic evil, 

seems to fit the biblical and cultural evidence best. Job could not approach, much less subdue, this massive 

beast; how could he force his way to the Almighty with his case (see 40:15–41:34)? As the description of the 

beast continues, the elaborate language goes beyond any physical hippopotamus and presents the beast as a 

symbol of chaos. The same pattern is seen in the development of the Leviathan in the next section 

 

The identity of Leviathan, basically a transliteration of the Hebrew word for “sea monster” or “sea 

serpent,” is disputed. The traditional view is that it is the crocodile. As in the case of the behemoth (40:15–

24), the description of Leviathan begins as a grand, poetic description of a well-known, formidable beast. 

But by the time the description is complete (see vv. 18–21), Leviathan has become a fire-breathing dragon, a 



powerful symbol of chaos, evil, and destruction. Ultimately, Leviathan’s image is a portrait of chaos at the 

beginning of God’s creation and of Satan at the consummation of the ages (see Ps. 74:2–17; Isa. 27:1; 

51:9). Only God can control and destroy Leviathan; Job can only shrink back in humble fear. 

 

The very likely scenario and one that I buy into is that it is rooted in a real animal, has mythical overtones, 

but ultimately points to something supernatural 

 

Is. 26: 20 “Go, my people, enter your rooms and shut the doors behind you; hide yourselves for a little while 

until his wrath has passed by. 21 See, the LORD is coming out of his dwelling to punish the people of the 

earth for their sins. The earth will disclose the blood shed upon her; she will conceal her slain no longer. 

27:1 In that day (referring to the final day or the Great Day of the Lord)), the LORD will punish with his 

sword, his fierce, great and powerful sword, Leviathan the gliding serpent, Leviathan the coiling serpent; he 

will slay the monster of the sea.” 

 

Seems like a lot of work for a crocodile 

In Rev. 13 there are 2 beasts described that emerge and dominate the earth 

One comes from the sea, which represents the multitudes on the earth 

And the other comes on the land 

Behind both of these is a dragon still greater in chapter 12 – that dragon is plainly Satan 

With that symbolism, there is a possibility that these beats represent Satan and his authority 

Behemoth = the flesh in all its power and internal divisiveness in our lives 

Leviathan = the world in all its pride 

 

• 40:15-18 

Totally self-sufficient 

• 40:19 

Literally = “He is the chief of God’s works, made to be a tyrant over his peers.” 

Totally self-centered 

• 40:23 

Totally self-confident 

Sounds a lot like the flesh doesn’t it! 

 

Now he turns to Leviathan in chapter 41 

First his untamability 

• 41:1-6 

• 41:9-10 

“If you can’t stand before him, then how can you stand before me?” 

Now it goes way beyond the crocodile 

• 41:18-25 

• 41:26-29 

• 41:30-32 

 

And then finally the secret of its life – pride 

• 41:33-34 

This is the one that rules over all the sons of pride 

THIS is who Job is up against 

AND this is who Hod has control over 
 


